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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 

claims in the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications transport network 
comprising: a plurality of network elements each having a performance 
monitoring facility operative report overall error rate at the element in each 
network path using the element, and one or more management systems 
operative to calculate performance of a segment of a path between two 
network elements, from the reported overall error rates at the elements, 
u,h»rAin said on» nr more m a n « 9»™ ent sterns are operative to subtract a 
total error rate reported by a first network ele ment fro m a total error rat e 
rennrted bv a second netw o rk element to thereby provide an error rate 
attributable to partic ular network domain. 

2. (Original) A network as claimed in claim 1, in which a facility 
is provided to record a maximum error rate, for a given segment of a path 
for which segment performance is calculated, and including a facility for 
issuing an alarm if the calculated error rate is closer to the recorded 
maximum error rate than a predetermined amount. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) A method of operating a 
telecommunications transport network comprising a plurality of network 
elements each having a performance monitoring facility, the method 
comprising: 

reporting overall error rate at the element in a network path using the 
element, and 

calculating performance of a segment of a path between two network 
elements, from the reported overall error rates at the elements 

..hor»in sa id step of calculating i nrinri^s the step of subtracting a 
tntai grror rat* ronorted bv g first network element from a total error ra te 
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rppnrted bv a second netw o rk demerit to thereby provide an ftrrpr rate 
attrjbutable to particular netwo rk domain, 

5. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 34, 
including recording a maximum error rate, for a given segment of a path for 
which segment performance is calculated, and issuing an alarm and/or 
switching the path between the elements, if the calculated error rate is 
closer to the recorded maximum error rate than a predetermined amount. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for providing performance 
monitoring of a telecommunications transport network comprising: 

a performance monitoring facility coupled to designated network 
elements, said performance monitoring facility operative to report overall 
error rate at the element in each network path using the element, and 

one or more management systems operative to calculate 
performance of a segment of a path between two network elements, from 
the reported overall error rates at the elements; 

mhgrein said on* nr more man agement systems are operative to 
snhtract a total error rate re p orted hv a first network element from a total , 
*rrnr rate reported bv a s^nnri networ k lament to thereby provide.an 
error rate attributable to particular ne twork dom ain, wherein sa id. 
management systems inclu d e an element management system which 
couples to a network management system. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 87, further 
including a TCM emulation device coupled to said one or more 
management systems. 
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